SNOHOMISH COUNTY
CONSERVATION FUTURES PROGRAM ADVISORY BOARD

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 24, 2021 REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
5:00 P. M. - 5:30 P. M. — Meeting Log-In
5:30 P.M. — 8:00 P.M. — Board Meeting
Location — Virtual Meeting via Zoom (See link below)

Members Present: County Council Member Stephanie Wright, County Council Member Sam Low, County
Executive Representative Ken Klein, Large City Representative Kyoko Matsumoto-Wright, Small City
Representative Mike Quinn, Community Representative Mark Spada, Community Representative Mark Craven

Members Absent: Community Representative Mark Craven
Staff: Kye Iris, Sharon Swan and David McConnell

Guests Present: Tom Teigen, Director, Snohomish County Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources; Carol Ohlfs, Senior Planner, Snohomish County Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources; Ann Darlington, Board President, Friends of Heybrook Ridge; Joe Sambataro, Managing Director
Conservation Transactions, Forterra NW; Deborah Knight, City Administrator, City of Monroe; Robyn Fay,
<Conservation Director>, WA Farmland Trust; Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz, Salmon Recovery Manager, Lake
Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed; Bill Blake, Natural Resources Manager, City of Arlington

CALL TO ORDER Chairperson
The meeting was called to order by Board Chair Sam Low at 532pm.

RETIRING BOARD MEMBER RECOGNITION OF SERVICE Chairperson

Board Chair Sam Low introduced retiring Board Member Carla Nichols, Mayor of the Town of Woodway
and read a brief biographical summary (Attachment 1). Mayor. Nichols retired as Mayor of Town of
Woodway and as a member of the Conservation Futures Program Advisory Board in December 2020.
Board Chair Sam Low also presented Mayor. Nichols with a certificate recognizing her 10+ years of
service. A tree of her choice will also be provided and planted at a location of her choosing.

Board Chair Sam Low then opened the floor for comments. Board members, staff and members of the
audience spoke and thanked Mayor. Nichols for her service. Mayor Nichols also spoke and shared that
she greatly enjoyed the opportunity to serve on the board and to preserve so many great open space
sites. She also spoke of her work to acquire and develop Deer Creek Park in Woodway and of how
much the community used and appreciated the park.

ELECTION OF 2021 BOARD CHAIR & VICE-CHAIR Board
2020 Board Chair Sam Low opened the floor for nominations for 2021 Board Chair and Vice Chair.

Board Member Ken Klein nominated Board Member Stephany Wright for 2021 Board Chair. The nomination
was seconded by Board Member Sam Low and motion carried 6 in favor and Board Member Stephany Wright
abstaining.

Board Member Ken Klein nominated Board Member Sam Low for 2021 Board Vice Chair. The nomination
was seconded by Board Member Mark Craven, motion carried 6 in favor and Board Member Sam Low
abstaining.



4. INTRODUCTION OF BOARD MEMBERS Board

Board Chair Stephany Wright asked each board member & staff member to introduce themselves.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES Board

1)

June 25, 2020 Regular Meeting

Board Chair Stephanie Wright asked for additions or corrections to the June 25, 2020 regular meeting
minutes (Attachment 2). None were offered. Board Member Kyoko Matsumoto-Wright moved to
approve the minutes as written. Board Member Ken Klein seconded, and the motion carried 7/0.

December 1, 2020 Special Meeting
Board Chair Stephanie Wright asked for additions or corrections to the December 1, 2020 special

meeting minutes (Attachment 3). None were offered. Board Member Kyoko Matsumoto-Wright moved
to approve the minutes as written. Board Member Sam Low seconded, motion carried 7/0.

6. PUBLIC COMMENT Board

Board Chair Stephanie Wright opened the floor for public comments. None were offered.

7. ADMINISTRATIVE Staff

1)

Request updated contact information for Board Members

Board Staff Dave McConnell asked the Board for any updates to their contact information and asked
new Board Member Mike Quinn to provide phone and email contact information so that Snohomish
County DIS could create his new County email account.

Boards & Commissions annual training for Board Members
Board Staff Dave McConnell reminded the Board of required board training for the Washington Open

Public Meetings and Public Records Acts. Mr. McConnell will send new Board Member Mike Quinn
training materials.

8. Letter & Presentation re: CFP and Salmon Recovery Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz

Board Staff Sharon Swan introduced Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz and Bill Blake Jason Mulvihill-Kuntz, Salmon
Recovery Manager, Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed and Bill Blake, Natural Resources
Manager, City of Arlington to speak on salmon recovery (Attachments 4 & 5).

In the presentation, Mr. Mulvihill-Kuntz explained that recovering salmon is key to restoring Puget Sound
and to sustaining and improving the quality of life for our local communities. The Puget Sound Salmon
Recovery Council (PSSRC) is a regional collaborative partnership supporting and advancing salmon
recovery in Puget Sound. The PSSRC is presenting to the Conservation Futures Program Advisory Board
a proposal to request Snohomish County’s collaboration in a “pilot” effort to assess and consider
opportunities to improve integration of salmon recovery priorities into its Conservation Futures Program.
The PSSRC Funding Subcommittee is interested in engaging several counties to collaborate in a “pilot”
effort to highlight best practices, identify potential improvements, and otherwise better integrate salmon
recovery priorities into CFT program governance and prioritization. The PSSRC Funding Subcommittee
identified Snohomish County as an excellent potential partner for this effort. Discussion followed.



9.

Board Chair Stephanie Wright stated to the Board that the presentation was for information only and was
not a funding request but rather a starting point for ongoing discussions with PSSRC.

STATUS OF CURRENT PROJECTS Kye Iris

Board Staff Kye Iris summarizes the status of ongoing projects (Attachment 6).

1)

9)

CF17-05 Shelton View Forest Acquisition, City of Bothell
This project could not be completed. $1,000,000 to be returned to fund balance.
CF18-03 Reiner Farm, Washington Farmland Trust

Purchase completed by Washington Farmland Trust. Working on survey and boundary issues.
Funding agreement is nearly complete, pending completion of legal description.

CF18-07 East Monroe Heritage Site, City of Monroe

This project could not be completed. $500,000 to be returned to fund balance.
CF19-02 PSE Corridor, Snohomish County Parks

Project closed and completed.

CF19-03 French Slough Farm, PCC Farmland Trust

This project is temporarily stalled due to the passing of a family member which complicated the
purchase and sale.

CF19-04 Miller Pond, Snohomish County Parks

Project closed and completed.

CF19-05 Lund’s Gulch — McCrary Acquisition, City of Lynnwood
Project close and completed.

CF19-06 Clark Property Acquisition, City of Everett

Purchase completed. Waiting on conservation easement from City.
CF20-01 Brekhus Riverfront, Snohomish County Parks

Appraisal completed and in negotiations with seller.

10) CF20-02 Catherine Creek-Centennial Trail Connection, Snohomish County Parks

Working through Quiet Title issues and determining exact acreage.

11) CF20-03 Darrington Recreation Connection Project, Town of Darrington

Interlocal Cooperation Agreement with Town signed. Closing scheduled for March 24, 2021.



12) CF20-08 Regional Trail Inholdings, Snohomish County Parks

Survey complete, but problems with one of the property owners due to iliness.

10. GRANT PRESENTATIONS Sharon Swan

1)

CF21-01 Heybrook Ridge County Park — South Addition, Snohomish County Parks, Carol Ohlfs,
Senior Park Planner

Carol Onhlfs, Senior Park Planner and Ann Darlington, President of the Friends of Heybrook Ridge
presented the Heybrook Ridge County Park South Addition grant proposal (Attachment 7). The
proposed acquisition came before the board at the previous board meeting. The site consists of 3
parcels and totals approximately 16 acres. The parcels are located on the south side of Heybrook
Ridge and are contiguous to the property line. The site offers great views to the south and the
opportunity for a small loop trail and other amenities such as picnic sites and view sites. Snohomish
County Parks and the Friends of Heybrook Ridge request $209,500 dollars to complete the
acquisition.

Board Member Sam Low commented on the proposal and emphasized the importance of this
proposed acquisition to the community of Index and the need to offer more passive recreation at the
upper end of the Leovy Trail. Board Member Mike Quinn asked about the parcel next to the
proposed acquisition and wondered if this could become a future acquisition. Ann Darlington
answered that the parcel is currently in private ownership and not foe sale but she also
recommended that Snohomish County Parks discuss with the owner the possibility of an agreement
where Snohomish County has the right of first refusal if the owner decided to sell the property.
Discussion followed and board members were supportive of the proposed acquisition.

CF21-03 Stillaguamish Valley Protection - Albert Farm, Forterra NW, Joe Sambataro, Managing
Director Conservation Transactions

Joe Sambataro, Managing Director Conservation Transactions for Forterra NW presented the
Albert Farm grant proposal (Attachment 8). The site is in the Stillaguamish River Valley and
consists of two parcels and is approximately 90 acres of farmland zoned Ag-10 and is currently
being farmed. The property contains seven (7) buildable lots of ten (10) acres each. On the site
there are 12 building structures which include 2 residential dwellings, carport, 2 barns, and 7 sheds,
and outbuildings. All these structures fall within a building envelope which will be excluded from the
proposed conservation easement. The January 2021 appraisal for the conservation easement
excluded the 12 structures. This proposed acquisition is part of an effort by Forterra and other
partners to protect 5 agricultural sites which are threatened by development. Forterra requests
$64,000 dollars in Conservation Futures program funding to complete the acquisition.

Board Member Ken Klein commented that this project proposal is a great opportunity to protect a
90-acre working farm from the threat of development. Discussion followed.

11. BOARD DELIBERATIONS Board

1)

2)

Review of Program Fund Balance

After the presentations, Board Chair Stephanie Wright asked board staff to review the available
funding for this grant round. Board staff Sharon Swan reviewed the Conservation Futures
Program fund balance report with the board and reported that there is approximately $3.9
million dollars in available funding available. Discussion followed.

Project Scoring & Funding Recommendation



The board deliberated. After discussion, Board Chair Stephanie Wright asked for a motion to
fund both projects. Board Member Mark Craven moved to fund both projects at the requested
amounts. The projects to be funded included (Attachment 9):

a) CF21-01, Heybrook Ridge County Park — South Addition, Funding Request -
$209,500.00
b) CF21-03, Stillaguamish Valley Protection - Albert Farm, Funding Request - $64,000.00

Board Member Kyoko Matsumoto-Wright seconded, and the motion carried.

12. SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING
1) Second Grant Round?

Board Chair Stephanie Wright asked the board and staff to consider whether to have a second
grant ground in 2021. After discussion, the board agreed by consensus to open a second grant
round. Board Chair Stephanie Wright asked staff to open a grant round in June or early July and
close the grant round in August with a board meeting approximately two weeks later in early
September. Board Staff David McConnell will send a Google Meeting Doodle to select the date
for the fall board meeting in September and will adjust the grant round schedule as needed.

12. COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD Board
1) Board Member Mike Quinn commented that he is looking forward with working with others on

the conservation Futures Program Advisory Board and to learning more about the program.
2) Board Chair Stephanie Wright welcomed Board Member Mike Quinn to the board and thanked
retired Board Member Carla Nichols for all her volunteer work and service.

13. ADJOURN Chairperson

The meeting was adjourned at Adjourned at 7:22 p.m.

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 — Carla Nichols Biography

Attachment 2 — June 25, 2020 Regular Meeting Minutes

Attachment 3 — December 1, 2020 Special Meeting Minutes

Attachment 4 — Letter from Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Council

Attachment 5 — Presentation from PSRC on Conservation Futures and Salmon Recovery
Attachment 6 — Project Status Report

Attachment 7 — CF21-01 Heybrook Ridge County Park — South Addition

Attachment 8 — CF21-03 Stillaguamish Valley Protection - Albert Farm

Attachment 9 — Grant Application Log

WHERE TO GET COPIES OF DOCUMENTS AND WEBSITE ACCESS: Please check www.snohomishcountywa.gov for additional information or the
Snohomish County Department of Parks and Recreation, Reception Desk, 6705 Puget Park Drive, Snohomish. For more information, call Dave
McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at david.mcconnell@snoco.org.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT NOTICE: Snohomish County facilities are accessible. The county strives to provide access and services to all
members of the public. Sign language interpreters and communication materials in alternate form will be provided upon advance request of one calendar
week. Dave McConnell at 425-388-6627 or by email at david.mcconnell@snoco.org.
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Stillaguamish Valley Protection Initiative

FORT&RRA



Stillaguamish Valley Protection Initiative

Builds on decades of collaborative
efforts:

* Snohomish Farmland Conservation
Working Group

e Agriculture Resilience Plan

e Sustainable Lands Strategy

e Stillaguamish Valley Protection Initiative
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Stillaguamish Valley Protection Initiative

Partners/Stakeholders

* Snohomish County

* Snohomish Conservation District

WA Department of Ecology (Floodplains by
Design grant)

e Stillaguamish Tribe (Floodplains by Design grant)

WA State Conservation Commission (match
funding)

* Washington Farmland Trust

* Dozens of partners and entities involved in
planning and conservation work
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